
 

TELLABRATION! CELEBRATES STORYTELLING 

 
The Florida Public Library will hold its 15

th
 Annual Tellabration! on Saturday, November 15 at 2 p.m. in 

the library. The afternoon performance will be produced by the members of the Black Dirt Storytelling 

Guild. The Guild has met monthly at FPL since its organization following the first successful Tellabration! 

in 2000 which attracted a group of Orange County residents interested in pursuing storytelling for fun, 

inspiration and profit. This year’s Tellabration! is entitled Transformations and will include a wonderful 

variety of stories about changes of all kinds, including folktales, local history, humorous tales, personal 

memoirs and family stories. 

 

Tellabration! is a worldwide celebration of the traditional art of storytelling and takes place in numerous 

venues. The event is sponsored by the National Storytelling Network (NSN) based in Kansas City, 

Missouri. Guild founders Madelyn Folino, Anne Hanson and Eileen Stelljes will share stories once again in 

this year’s café style event. The Guild also produces storytelling events throughout the year, including their 

popular campfire storytimes at Glenmere Lake which will mark their 19
th

 season in July. Library Director 

Folino is the Upstate New York liaison for NSN.  

 

In addition to Guild members, Tellabration! will feature special guest storytellers from the community. S.S. 

Seward English teacher Brian Slevin will share a cautionary tale he wrote at age twelve while growing up in 

Queens. Audience favorite Pamela Schembri, a school librarian and children’s author from Newburgh, will 

entertain with her usual dramatic flair.  Lorraine Hartin-Gelardi, also a high-energy teller, who hails from 

Salt Point in Dutchess County and who is active in the regional and New England storytelling scene, will 

share an eclectic mix of folktales, literary tales, myths and tall tales. FPL Board President Ian Murphy, an IT 

expert with a background in radio and theater, will return, as well, in his third appearance at Tellabration!  

 

Tellabration! is an opportunity for any experienced or budding storytellers in the community to share their 

stories, old, new, borrowed, or true. Anyone interested in performing is invited to sign up by calling Folino 

at (845) 651-7659 as soon as possible. Stories should be no longer than seven minutes.  

 

Tellabration! is a family program for story lovers of all ages. Children who are school age and up and 

attentive listeners are invited to attend, accompanied by an adult. Admission is the donation of one canned 

or non-perishable item per person for the Florida Food Pantry. Following the performance, Tellabration! 

storytellers and their families are invited to enjoy a potluck supper at the library in their honor. For more 



information on Tellabration’s history around the world, visit www.tellabration.org. To sign up for this 

program, register online at www.floridapubliclibrary.org by clicking on Event Calendar.  
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