
Meeting of the Friends of the Florida Public Library 

Minutes of April 11, 2022 

 
Meeting called to order by President Bob Scott @ 6:36 PM   
 
Members Present: Bob Scott, Nancy Scott, Meg Sgombick, Mary McNally, Sara Taylor, 
Larie Olejniczak, Shirley Coughlin, Dot Kimiecik, Karen Thomas, Ashley Dinsmore,  
Ann Marie Kowalczyk 
 

Officers’ Reports: 

Secretary:  The group reviewed the minutes of the last meeting. Karen made a 

motion to approve, seconded by Larie.  The motion passed. 

 
President: No report at this time. 
 
Vice President: Shirley provided a copy of the Community Service letter which will be 
used to document volunteer service for the FFPL. Meg will put copies at the main desk.  
 
Treasurer: No report at this time. 
 
Director: Meg presented the following items: 

• The April 2022 program calendar was handed out.   

• A new program, “Digital Navigators of the Hudson Valley”, has been launched.  Free 

support for various technical needs are now available.  Annette has been trained.  

Call the library to make an appointment. The program is funded through a grant.  

The program is being introduced to various community groups such as the Food 

Pantry and Senior groups.  People from towns outside of Florida whose libraries 

don’t participate are able to use these services.  

Trustee: Per Nancy, the library budget passed with a vote of 153-38.  Diane, Tyler, and 
Sara were re-elected. Meg expressed appreciation for the good voter turnout. In regard 
to library renovations, Meg and the Trustees are planning to visit a library that had been 
revamped by one of the potential architects.  A decision on an architect will be made 
soon. Next steps will include: a) Obtain feedback from the community and staff as to 
their needs, b) Obtain a design concept, c) Reconfigure and extend the lease. (The 
library owns the building, but rents the land from the village.)   

 

Old Business:   
• Status of 501(c)(3) Project – Meg asked for approval of the revised by-laws.  Bob 

made a motion to approve amending the by-laws by adding ‘Inc.’, seconded by 
Karen.   Motion was approved unanimously.  Meg will file the certificate of 
incorporation, and will get the $75 fee from Terri.  

• Insurance Policy – Per Bob, a policy through Travelers’ will cost $760/yr, and only 
covers meetings at the library. Additional certificates are needed for having functions 
at the Farmer’s Market, Senior Center (book sale), etc. The same broker shopped 



around and found a policy with Preferred Mutual for $450 that would include other 
venues besides the library, if these venues were included in the initial binding 
agreement.  Bob will speak with the Chamber of Commerce who sponsors the 
Farmers’ Market to see what name should be added to the initial agreement.    

 

New Business:   
• Funding Requests: 

o Renewal of the Bethel Woods Museum pass at a cost of $275/year.  Nancy 
made a motion to approve, seconded by Sara. Motion passed unanimously. 

o Spring Poetry Café at a cost of $200. Meg said that this event draws a 
“distinct audience”. Nancy made a motion to approve, seconded by Shirley.  
Motion passed. 

• Nancy thanked everyone who displayed election signs, which were removed on 
Friday.  

• Nancy passed around sign-in sheets to help at the Used Book Sale (May 12-15).  
Larie and Sara mentioned that the students are given a Library calendar to bring 
home in their bags.  Perhaps a coupon for a free item at the sale, attached to the 
May calendar, would encourage a visit to the sale. Larie suggested contacting the 
Honor Society or a teacher to get students’ help.  Beth will be asked about getting 
volunteers from her church. 

• Bob and Nancy spoke with Kyle at the Walden Savings Bank about using their 
display table in May to advertise the library and the Friends.  Meg will supply 
information, pens, etc.  Thanks, Kyle, for your extra effort in making this happen!  

 

Correspondence:  None to report. 

 

Open Discussion Items:   
• Sara said that the Golden Hill PTA was sponsoring a “Touch a Truck” fundraiser 

on May 22.  Organizations could have booths at a Sponsor ($50) or Vendor 
($100) level.  She suggested that perhaps the Library and Friends would want to 
have a booth.  After much discussion, Meg took the lead in saying that she would 
like to have a “free” space at the event as a community organization supplying 
information but not selling anything.  It was also agreed that “Touch a Truck” 
flyers would be available at our used book sale. 

• Larie discussed some more ideas concerning a “Designer Bags Bingo”.  She is 
getting emails regarding sales on designer bags.  A possible space for the event 
is “The Shepherd’s Eye”. Buying bags at Black Friday sales, and having a sale in 
early spring is worth consideration.   

• Meg suggested that, prior to our next meeting, we all give some thought as to 
whether we want to do another type of fundraiser, in addition to the used book 
sales.  Do we want to try something new?  

 
Nancy made a motion to adjourn at 7:47 PM, seconded by Larie.  Motion passed.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Ann Marie Kowalczyk, Secretary 


